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» SPRING BREAK

THIS SPRING BREAK, three Royal Canadian Sea
Cadets (RCSC) embarked on the journey of a lifetime.
They spent their British Columbia high school work
exparience as youth search and rescue technicians
{SAR Techs) on the Pacific Ocean with the Canadian
Coast Guard.

The Goast Guard Youth Bootl Camp program is the brainchild
of Assistant Commissiones Roger Giroward who says, “it's a
win-win; the Sea Cadets learn hands-on about real life maritime
caneers, and the Canadian Cioast Guard has a recruiting ool 1o
Introduce Canada's finest youth to our Western Region Search
and Rescue”

While the thres youths were spending their spring beeak gain-
ing high school credits for learming the technical choreography
of real-ile man overboand drilis, their high school colleagues
were participating in land-based actvties. in British Columibéa,
studanis choose from a sulte of options of high school work
experiences ncluding varieus retad, fast food, hospitality and
Senice oppartunities.

“Hiy friends are bagging grocenes for their work experienca, *
says 16-year-obd Brian Qi, from RCSCC Caplain Vancouver,
“and we're oul en the ocean practicing parbuckiing drills on
each other.”

Although the Goast Guard Youth Boot Camp Program is
not & Sea Cadet activity under the contral and supendsion of
the Department of Mational Defence, only Royal Canadian Sea
Cadets are selected 1o participate becaise of their seamanship,
leaders hip, tearmwaork, first aid raining and demonstrated inferest
in & maritime industry.
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THRILL:

Royal Canadian Sea Cadets get
a once-in-a-lifetime experience
during Coast Guard Boot Camp

by Deborah Mormrow,
The Mavy Cadet League of Canada

“The Sea Cadets come with huge skills and abdities,” says Nic
Frith, Coast Guard Search and Rescue Specialist, who acted as
mentor and supenvisor 1o the youth for the weak of boot camp.
“They aiready knaw how bo do heaving nes, nautical lerminology
and they're locused and mature. They wese able to operate the
boats akeady. These Cadets could get hired n the Coast Guard
right owt of high school as far as I'm concerned.”

ABOVE: Brian (¥ leams lessons aboer feamwonk and ieadership on
the sex ffaf wowld be impassible in a fypcal aniyleved job. in the
background, The Graoe ander full sal. As part of a diferent progam, 30

Sea Cadels acked 25 pirales curing a fve-cay lal ship deployment.
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“they headed out at fop speed in the Zodiac, heading towards an

approaching pirate ship in the distance to save the West Coast”

The bool camp curriculum was crealed by senior Search
and Rescue Specialist Tyler Brand, who included in the week's
syllabus such activities as ®e donning of personal protactive
equipment (FPE). swimming, self-rescue, fast rescue crail oper-
ations, driving, navigating, towing. communications, saamanship,
Ene-handling and a mock ssarch and rescue mission.

To the young participants, thase activiies transiated into
polishing exsting shkils, kearning new skills and heading oul to
=ea travelling &t 50 knats in a bright orange Coast Guard Zodiac
In full rescue gear

“I'm way better at manoeuvring the vessel now,” says Caitlin
Jaryig, 17, from Gibsons, Beitieh Columibéa, as she deftly reversed
the Zodiac and began heading out to saa for their ‘aftarmoon rip’.

For 17-year-old Ricardo Fabris of Victoria, the Coast Guard
Youth Boot Camp changed the course of his planned career. °|
was going to be an engineer with the Coast Guard. but naw |
realize I'm much moee interested in the hands-on of rescuing
people. | woukdn't have known that unless | spent fis week doing
search and rescue.” Fabris will be enening the lour-year Coast
Guard Gollege program after Grade 12 graduation.

The: highlight of the Doal camp program was 8 mock mission
1o board & pirate ship appraching in e Strait of Juan de Fuca
off the coast of British Columbia. With dry suils, helmets and
gaar on, the three youlh Estened to the advice ol Tyler Brand to

ABCVE: After geiing hands-on expenence leaming search and resoue
Iechnigues as part of e Coast Guard Youth Soaf Camp. ke the chance
io dve @ Zociac in il rescoe gea, RAicards Fatrs is reconsidenng his
carper choioe of hacoming an enginear.

RUGHT: Fow Sea Cadels pose for a picture while Soating aboard a Coast
Gauand Zodiac in font of the Pariament Buddings in Viclona, BC.

“giay inside the boat, lean your body weight in and forward into
your fest.”

WiEh that they headed out at top spead in the Zodiac, heading
towards an approaching pirate ship in the distance to save the
‘Weat Coast.

Linkmnorwn to the theee young Coast Guand SAR techs, they werea
aboul b experience a moment that weuld prove history making.
Thesr raped approach soon brought into breathtaking view the
parate theeat: the tall ship The Grace under full sail, lyrcal in its
sty against the clear biue West Coast sky.

On the deck of The Grace were her capian and 30 Royal
Canadian Sea Cadet ‘prates’ who were on a five-day tall ship
deployment. it was a joyiul moment for the Coast Guard youth
whi pulled alongside The Grace and waved hallo to their fellow
Sea Cadats.

For the Navy League of Canada, this crossover of prosgrams
represented & rare convengence when two vastly different Sea
Cadet opportunities meet at sea. For Mic Frith, who was keeping
vigil ever his threa parlicipants and enrching tham with the seeds
of Coast Guard sendce, sesing his work through the lens of the
youth in his charge was fulfilling. “They're amazing kids,” Frith
says. “I'm really glad 1o have done His”

Hawing saved the Wast Coast from pirate advances, the Coast
Guard crew headed back to base for & final debriefing belore
the program’s end, their souls nourished by their time &t sea
The three youths weare emational &t the injustice of having 1o say
goodbye 1o the members of the Coast Guard who had taught
them so much throughout thesr memorable week.

“1 know wha the Goast Guand does and how they do &, says
Caithin Jards. | have so much respect for the Canadian Coast
Guard. The experaence in the Coast Guand i a pan of me now,
and & part of wha | will become.” &
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